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Something about C.A.S. “Djerdan”… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.A.S. “Djerdan” was first established in May of 2007. The idea of organizing a Bosnian and Hercogovinian 

traditional dance group came from two community members: Jasminka Kušmić and Jasmina Matinjanin who 

are still with C.A.S. “Djerdan”. 

C.A.S. “Djerdan’s” mission is to develop and nurture the traditions of Bosnian-Herzegovinian customs and 

multiculturalism. Today C.A.S. “Djerdan” has about 40 members, divided into three sections: the children's 

group "Djerdan Kids", the youth, and the adult section.  

 

C.A.S. “Djerdan” has its own webpage www.djerdan.ca  with information about all upcoming events and 

news within the community. “Djerdan” has also activated a 'Facebook page' which received a large number 

of friend requests and attention from people around the world.                    

By shared work and dedication members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” has organized a humanitarian action for Bosnia 

and Herzegovina after the natural disaster, as well as made a generous donation to the local Food Bank. 

 

    

In addition to their regular appearances, Djerdan has been working on gaining acquaintance among other 
multicultural societies. 
              

 

KUD “Đerdan” ima i svoju webstranicu www.djerdan.cagdje se mogu naći sve informacije o nastupima i 

novostima u društvu. Aktiviranjem ‘facebook stranice’ ponosni članovi dobili su veliki broj obažavatelja u 

Kanadi, kao i prijatelja širom svijeta. 

Društvo ima veliku podršku svoje bosansko-hercegovačke zajednice. Zajedničkim radom i zalaganjem 

organizovali su humnitarne akcije za našu dragu Bosnu I Hercegovinu ,kao i humanitarnu akciju za grad u 

kojem žive, Otavu .             

“Djerdan” has had a large number of guest appearances at a number of festivals in many cities accross 
Canada, and with every performance they represent a small part of the Bosnian and Herzegovinian culture 
and customs. In addition to their regular appearances, “Djerdan” has been working on gaining acquaintance 
among other multicultural societies. 

“Together we can accomplish anything” 

-C.A.S “Djerdan” 

http://www.djerda.ca/
http://www.djerdan.ca/
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C.A.S. “Djerdan” News…  

Board of Directors… 

In the seven years of existence of the Culture and Art Society “Djerdan” the Executive Committee has 
always played a key role in the functioning and survival of the association. In addition to the many 
obligations of the Executive Committee, its members are responsible for giving operating advice to other 
members of the Association, thereby contributing to the credibility of the organization. 
 
In 2012 members of the association elected the fourth President; Mrs. Alma Ledenko who deserves 
every praise for the time and effort put in towards the growth of association as well as increasing 
membership numbers. 
 
In the next two years the following members will constitute the Executive Committee: 
 

President: Alma Ledenko 

Vice President: Amra Vukičević 

Secretary: Jasmina Matinjanin 

Treasurer: Azra Bibić 

Choreographer: Amra Vukičević 

Instructor adult and middle groups: Amra Vukičević 

Instructor “Djerdan Kids”: Alma Ledenko 

 

 

By: Amra V. 
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CAS “Djerdan” News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

C.A.S. “Djerdan” establishes a third group of folk dancers! 

In late 2013, the Culture and Art Society "Djerdan" established a third group of folk 
dancers, consisting of young members aged between 11 and 18 years. The new group 
had their first on stage performance during the event organized by C.A.S. “Djerdan” 
commemorating the International Women's Day held in March this year.  
 
With their first choreography – the forbidden dance "Lambada" choreographed by Amra 
Vukicevic the middle group charmed the large audience and sparked countless smiles 
and received the longest applause of the evening despite tight competition. 
 
Rehearsals are held every Friday @ 681 Seyton Drive (Westcliffe Community Centre)    
@ 18:55 to 19:55. 
     

    

New Members 

C.A.S “Djerdan” wishes to extend a warm welcome to our newest members who have already had the 

opportunity to showcase their many talents: Lejla Pašalic, Azra Karaga, Amina Mujkanović, and Dinka 

Ađulović.  

 

Welcome to the “Djerdan” family!! 

      

    -C.A.S. “Djerdan” 

By: Amra V. 
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Interesting facts about Bosnia and Herzegovina… 

1. Bosnia has 19, 741 square miles of land – 51,129 square kilometers 

2. Average life expectancy is 75 years 

3. There are over 700,000 people that are visitors are travel to Bosnia and 

Herzegovina every year.   

4. The largest city in Bosnia and Herzegovina is Sarajevo, followed by Banja 

Luka, Tuzla, Zenica, Bijeljina, Mostar, Prijedor, Brčko, Bihać 

and Doboj 

5. The most popular food is: “Ćevapi” with fresh onions, 

Cabbage rolls and of course “Burek”  

6. The winter Olympics were held in Sarajevo in 1984 

7. The highest peak is “Maglić” Mountain at 2,386 meters 

8. Tuzla city derives its name from the word "tuz", the 

Turkish work for salt. Tuzla's salt comes from its salt 

water springs  

9. The most popular drink is home made “šljivovica” 

10. The last jungles of Europe is situated in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina – Rain forest “Perućica”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Coffee is served at every time of day! 

                                                   

                                     

Put together by: Amra V. 

http://www.bhtourism.ba/eng/
http://www.bhtourism.ba/eng/
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Statehood Day of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Statehood Day is celebrated on 

November 25th in the country 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

commemorating the day in 

1943 that Bosnia and 

Herzegovina was re-established 

by the Anti-Fascist Council of 

National Liberation of 

Yugoslavia. 

History of Statehood Day in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

During the Axis occupation of 

World War II, Yugoslavia was 

divided between Germany, 

Italy, Bulgaria, and Hungary. 

This division created the 

Independent State of Croatia, 

the Independent State of 

Montenegro, the Albanian 

Kingdom, and Nedic Serbia. The 

opposition to this occupation 

and division was mainly led by 

the Communist Party of 

Yugoslavia, which found 

support from all sides of the 

country, representing then a 

single Yugoslavian identity. 

In November 1942, the first 

meeting of the Anti-Fascist 

Council of National Liberation 

of Yugoslavia was called into 

session by Josip Broz Tito.  

 

 

In January 1943, Germany 

attempted to destroy the 

central command and primary 

hospital of the partisan 

movement. Despite the loss in 

lives and material, the central 

command remained intact, and 

the hospital was kept safe. 

Between November 21st and 

November 29th in 1943, a 

second conference was held 

in the Bosnian town of Jajce. 

A decision was made to 

create a federal Yugoslavia 

based on the right of self-

determination of nation in 

which the southern Slavic 

people—Serbs, Croats, 

Slovenes, Montenegrins, and 

Macedonians—would live in 

six constituent republics with 

equal rights. This marked the 

historical beginning and 

foundation of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. 

www.aglobalworld.com 
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Celebrating the Statehood Day of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 was a jubilee year for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as the country celebrated its 70th 
birthday. The BiH National Day celebration 
organized by members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” has 
become a tradition in Ottawa. The event is made 
possible thanks to our volunteer efforts as well as 
those members who come together to mark 
November 25th every year.  
 
This year the Statehood Day celebration was held 
on the ninth of November at the Ukrainian Banquet 
Hall on 1000 Byron Avenue, commencing at 
20:00pm.  As with most “Djerdan” events, the 
majority of the supporters were members of the 
Bosnian-Herzegovinian community in Ottawa. 
 
The members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” had the honor of 
hosting representatives of the Embassy of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina as well as the President of the 
Turkish community in Ottawa, Dr. Edip Yauz 
Zeybek. Dr. Zeybek expressed his gratitude in an 
email addressed to “Djerdan” writing that he was 
thrilled with the cultural program and that the next 
event hosted by “Djerdan” will be visited by many 
members of the Turkish community, allowing the 
two communities to interact.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-KUD Ðerdan 
 

At this cultural event C.A.S. “Djerdan’s” goal 

was to present historical folk customs as well 

as teach the younger generations about their 

culture. In 2013 the event showcased 

members of all ages as they performed a small 

play called “Corn Husking”.  

 

 

 

 

The performance included acting, singing, joke 

telling and of course, dancing. The show was 

celebrated with much applause, the best 

reward for all the hard work of the members of 

“Djerdan”.  

 

At the end of the program, the president of 

C.A.S. “Djerdan” Mrs. Alma Ledenko thanked 

the guests who came to celebrate the 25th of 

November and introduced the evening’s final 

entertainment:  "Suki Band”. 

 

It was then that the dancing started as 

“Djerdan’s” members still in their national 

costumes were joined on the dance floor by 

the audience. 

 

By: Jasmina M. 
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  Celebrating the International Women’s Day 

  The traditional celebration of International 

Women's Day, organized by C.A.S. “Djerdan”, was 

held on Saturday March 15th, 2014 at the Ukrainian 

Banquet Hall, 1000 Byron Ave. in Ottawa. 

This year C.A.S. “Djerdan” prepared a diverse 

program.  This year's event was multicultural in 

nature, offering something new for the audience.  

Through song and dance we explored different 

parts of the world; from Bosnia to India, Mexico, to 

Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

The program was lead by Jasmina and Mersiha, 

who entertained the guests and impressed them 

with their professionalism.  

Following the introductory speech, our lovely MCs 

announced the first performance:  

The adult members of C.A.S. „Djerdan“ who 

performed a forkloric dance called 'Dances from 

Sarajevo' choreographed by Amra Vukičević. 

Dressed in beautiful traditional Bosnian costumes, 

the group sang a song called 'At the center of 

Sarajevo' which set the scene of the 'bascarsija' in 

the heart of Sarajevo and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The performance received a loud applause and was 

followed by a dance from the Eastern Indian 

cultural group 'Darpan'.  

Members of Darpan wore exotic Indian saris, and 

thrilled the audience with their dances to music full 

of emotion. Through their graceful yet powerful 

movements, they told stories of love that resonated 

with everyone. 

From there our travels continued.... 

Jasmina and Mersiha returned to introduce the 

youngest members 'Djerdan Kids'. They danced to the 

song „Caj Sukarije“ sang by Zdravko Colic a legend in 

Bosnian music.  “Djerdan Kids”, as always, managed to 

impress the audience, their choreographer Amra 

Vukičević and most importantly their parents of which 

some were unable to hide their tears of pride and joy.  

 

From there, the audience was transported to Mexico by 

the cultural group 'Viva Mexico', who danced in multi-

coloured costumes which portrayed the beauty of their 

homeland and culture. ‘Viva Mexico’ invited everyone 

to join in and dance with them.  

The best was, of course, saved for last and the newest 

group of young “Djerdan” members danced to the song 

Lamabada choreographed by Amra Vukičević.  

 

Mersiha and Jasmina returned to announce the end of 

the cultural part of the program, and to introduce the 

beginning of the second part of the prgram which was 

filled with performances by the very talented members 

of C.A.S. “Djerdan“ as well as a special guest - belly 

dancer, Mayada Shimmy. This part of the            

program also included an incredible             

performance by the very famous duo        

Bato & Tvrtko.  

Through song and dance, and of course             

some good Bosnian cuisine, the fun lasted                

well into the night. However, every good journey must 

come to an end, but the members of CAS “Djerdan” will 

do their best to take you on another journey in the near 

future… 

 
 
 

By: Jasmina M. 
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 Fundraiser – May 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to their regular rehearsals and performances, members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” always find 

time to participate in humanitarian events. Recently, “Djerdan” organized two humanitarian events 

in Ottawa. One of which was held in 2013 and all of the money raised was sent to Bosnia and 

Hercegovina to Hayat Television. In early 2014 the $1,850 raised was presented to Emir and Arijana 

Humic, the parents of 4 children, on the television show “Ispuni mi želju” (Make my wish come 

true!).  

A few months later in 2014, “Djerdan” was able to make another $1,000 donation through the same 

television show to the families of miners killed in Zenica during the 2014 natural disaster that 

struck our country. 

As valuable members of the society in Canada, members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” have shown their 

support for the local community by supporting the efforts of the Ottawa Food Bank which is used by 

48, 000 people each month, of which 37% are children. Members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” would like to 

thank all those who participated in the fundraising events.      

           By: Jasmina M. 

By: Jasmina M. 
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C.A.S “Djerdan” @ Hope Volleyball Summerfest ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They say that a person is 
always remembered by the good deeds 
that they have done. C.A.S. “Djerdan” is 
hopeful that they too, will be 
remembered not only by the songs and 
dances, but also by good deeds. On 
Saturday July 12, 2014, “Djerdan” 
participated in one of the biggest charity 
tournament in North America; “HOPE 
VOLLEYBALL SUMMER FEST". This year 
the event hosted 1000 teams with at 
least 10,000 players divided into three 
different groups.  

 

 The first tournament was held 
32 years ago and since then the 
organizers have collected $3.5 million 
and have made donations to 110 various 
organizations.  

 This year’s proceeds were going to 
be distributed between the following: “The 
Arthritis Society," " The Max Keeping 
Foundation," " Candlelighters Childhood 
Cancer Support Programs", “The Good 
Companions ", " Hopewell Eating Disorders 
Support Centre and Anxiety Disorders 
Association of Ontario."  
 
 This was another great 
opportunity to support our community as 
well as meet new friends.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 C.A.S. “Djerdan” is proud to have 
been part of such a great fundraising event 
and would like to thank all those who took 
time to participate or be there as support!  
 
We are certainly planning on participating 
next year again! 

By: Jasmina M. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ðerdan! Ðerdan! 
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C.A.S. “Djerdan” Performances - 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tulip Festival 
 
Every Friday, members of the Culture and Art Society "Djerdan" diligently practice the choreographies in order to 
be able to present the rich tradition and culture of Bosnia-Herzegovina in the form of folkloric dances. In May this 
year, members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” took part in the largest and most visited festival in Ottawa - Tulip Festival. 
Dressed in Bosnian traditional clothing members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” proudly entered the stage and attracted the 
attention of the audience and received a standing ovation. The group was presented by Choreographer Mrs. Amra 
V. followed by a 30 minute dance performance.  
All of the audience’s questions were happily answered by our proud member Jasmina M., who always supports 
the group with her presence at every event “Djerdan” is a part of.  

             By: Amra V. 

         Pripremila: Amra V. 

Turkish Festival 
 
C.A.S. “Djerdan” took part in the programming of this year’s Turkish Festival. In addition to their folkloric 
dance performances numerous times during the day, the group had also set up a table, showcasing Bosnian 
clothing, food, and tourism information, which was of great interest to all of the festival attendees.  
Participation in this great event lead to new acquaintances including individuals of Bosnian origin coming 
from the Turkish city of Apazari, where many of the Bosnian customs and cultures continue to be passed onto 
new generations.  
C.A.S. “Djerdan” would like to thank all those who took the time to come to support them at this grand cultural 
event. 

By: Jasmina M. 
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Carnival of Cultures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most popular festivals in Ottawa is the festival 'Carnival of Cultures', which took place on July 4th, 
2014 at Marion Dewar Plaza. C.A.S. “Djerdan” was once again among the many guest performers of the festival. 
C.A.S. “Djerdan” performed twice in the same day: the children's group had their performance during the day 
and the adult group in the evening.  
 
Carnival of Cultures is known for hosting multicultural performers, hence creating a perfect               
environment for the different communities present in Ottawa to interact.               
Members of C.A.S. “Djerdan” were surprised by the recognition they received from                
other folkloric groups for their humanitarian work done over the last year. Tanya Green,         
a member of the Spanish Cultural Group congratulated “Djerdan” for all of their     
humanitarian work and stressed that she regularly keeps up with “Djerdan's”         
performances/activities through their website and social media. “Djerdan” will continue        
to strive to better themselves as well as be more involved in community events and          
organize and/or participate in humanitarian events! 
                                                      

       By: Jasmina M. 
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C.A.S. “Djerdan Kids” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kids section “Djerdan Kids” was established in early 2009 and consists of young members of 
ages between 4 and 12 years. The main goal of organizing this section was to start teaching our 
youngest community members the values of their Bosnian- Herzegovinian cultural heritage from 
early on, but also to give them a chance to learn about their heritage through dance and music and 
at the same time provide them with an opportunity to socialize in hopes that they will get to know 
or in some cases preserve the knowledge of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian language. 
 
 

We are looking for new young dancers and talents! 
 
Join us to socialize, travel together, play games, sing and present the customs and 
traditions of Bosnia and Herzegovina! 
 
Visit us during our rehearsals held every Friday from 18: 55h to 20: 00h @ the 
Westcliffe Community Centre, 681 Seyton Ave.  
 
More information is available on our website www.djerdan.ca  
OR e-mail us: djerdanottawa@gmail.com 

    

 

 

By: Amra V. 

Our youngest members have performed at many events and 
festivals in Ottawa and other close cities. 
 
In order to present a part of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian culture 
to the multicultural audiences, the young members of 
“Djerdan” regularly attend rehearsals once a week, where they 
work hard on their dancing skills as well as have lots of fun.  
 

http://www.djerdan.ca/
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Disco Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A trip to Saunders Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.A.S. “Djerdan” works hard to 

organize a few fun events for their 

youngest members. This year, with 

the help of D.J. Salih and the adult 

section, C.A.S. “Djerdan” was able 

to organize for the first time, a 

disco night for our youngest 

members.   

They danced the evening away to 

the great tunes of D.J. Salih. An 

excellent mix of Bosnian and 

English music kept the little ones 

on their feet all evening long.  

We would like to extend a big 

THANK YOU to D.J. Salih for 

volunteering his time for this 

special event. 
By: Jasmina M. 

 

Each year, in addition to regular performances across the city, C.A.S. “Djerdan" organizes an outing for their 
youngest members. This year, the young members of “Djerdan” had the opportunity to visit Saunders Farm. 
The farm is known as a big playground for children with countless attractions during all seasons. The rainy 
weather did not stop "Djerdan Kids" from having fun and participating in all of the activities the farm had to 
offer.  
              

                        By: Amra V. 
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              We asked our young members: 

” What do you want to be when you grow up?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctor 

Emina A. 

Balerina/Singer 

Selma M. 

Teacher 

Teacher or 

a Doctor 

Secretary 

Teacher  

Doctor or a 

Celebrity 

Pediatrician 

Pediatrician 

Doctor 

Vetrenarian 

Lawyer 

By: Amra V. 

 

Lawyer Nurse 
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Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your help is much appreciated!!! 

 

Since its foundation C.A.S. "Djerdan" has organized numerous events and 

performances in Ottawa and other cities in Canada. Behind all appearances 

stands enormous organization and planning. The great efforts of our dear 

volunteers contribute to the success of every event organized by C.A.S. 

“Djerdan”. 

 We would like to take this opportunity to thank our valuable volunteers for 

all the help and hard work "THANK YOU"!  

-C.A.S. “Djerdan” 
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HUMOUR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

  

 

 

Me: should I get into trouble for 

something I didn't do? 

Teacher: No 

Me: Good, because I didn't do my 

homework. 

An Australian entered a bar and stood 
beside a Scotsman. "Where are you from, 
pal?" asked the Scotsman, after they had 
chatted for a while.  
 
"I'm from the finest country in the whole 
wide world." Said the Australian.  
 
"Are you?" said the other, "you have a 
damn funny accent for a Scotsman." 
 
 

Wifi went down for five minutes, so i had to 
talk to my family. They seem like nice 
people. 
 

When I asked my wife what she 

wanted for her birthday she said 

'Just gimme something with 

diamonds.' That's why I got her a 

pack of cards. 

Dad- Son, u better pass this exam or rather 

forget that im ur father! 

Son- Sure dad! Whatever! 

~5 hours later~ 

Dad- Howz ur exam? 

Son- Who the hell r u??? 

Got arrested at the airport last week. 

Apparently, security doesn't appreciate it 

when you call "shotgun" before boarding a 

plane. 

By: Murisa J. 

http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.picshunger.com/fun/short-jokes/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=ltFaVM6cH8PxoASV94HgCA&ved=0CB8Q9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNGgf-9GIs9rf2K6zcpIgEtD3J0s1w
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://graphicsheat.com/funny-jokes/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=ltFaVM6cH8PxoASV94HgCA&ved=0CDEQ9QEwDg&usg=AFQjCNF6qDQK8YCjCeZG1snUa-Uvu-MSDg
http://kickasshumor.com/funny-joke/15058/me-should-i-get-into-trouble-for-something-i-didn
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http://kickasshumor.com/funny-joke/15710/wifi-went-down-for-five-minutes-so-i-had-to-talk-
http://kickasshumor.com/funny-joke/15710/wifi-went-down-for-five-minutes-so-i-had-to-talk-
http://kickasshumor.com/funny-joke/12520/when-i-asked-my-wife-what-she-wanted-for-her-birth
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On this occasion all of us at C.A.S. "Djerdan" would like to sincerely thank all sponsors of this year's 
calendar as well as our raffle prizes: 
 

Scotiabank, 1649 Merivale Rd., Ottawa 

Alen Isaković – Royal LePage 

Skela Bosnian Deli, 956 Merivale Rd., Ottawa 

HM Construction - Framing Specialists 

ODS - Ottawa Deck Specialists 

Amco Fencing & Decks Ltd. 

MS Construction - Roofing and Siding Specialists 

EMCO Flooring Solutions 

Ottawa General Contractors 

CARAMAS 

VERTEX Roofing 

A.S. Contracting 

Spotless Pro Inc. 

Vedassa – Hair Concepts 

Raffle sponsors: 

Alen Isaković – Royal LePage 

Greek Souvlaki House, 3625 Rivergate Way 

Jo-Jo's Pizza, 1573, Stittsville 

Starbucks Coffee Company, 700 Eagleson Road 

Unique Jewllery  

 

 

 

Eavestroughs · Soffit · Facia · Siding · Capping · Renovations 
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“Together we can accomplish anything” 
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